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Severe Weather Delays
Philander’s Phling
and taking into account their opinions
and perspectives, I decided that Phling
needed to be postponed,” Webb said.
Due to large amounts of snowfall
The news of the cancellation
and hazardous road conditions on reached students through all-student
Feb. 6, Student Council and the Of- and student-info e-mails after 12:30
fice of Student Activities postponed p.m. on the day of Phling. “I wish they
Philander’s Phebruary Phling until Feb. had told us they were cancelling before
20. “We were told on the day of Phling the day of Phling,” Emily Neal ’12 said.
that many staff and outside contractors “My roommate was upset because her
who were essential to setting up, execut- boyfriend came up for the weekend.”
ing and cleaning up this event would be
“I thought that if Phling had to
unable to physically get to campus,” said be canceled because of the snow, it
Student Council President Jonathan shouldn’t have been safe enough to have
Meyers ’10.
classes,” Thomas Huelskoetter ’12 said.
Additionally, extremely cold tem“I was very aware of the response
peratures and windchill factored into a decision to cancel [or] postpone
the decision to postpone Phling. “There Phling could bring,” Webb said. “Bewas some concern from the perspective cause of the 20-year tradition and the
of general student safety,” Meyers said. strong community sentiment towards
“It would have been more difficult … Phling, I knew that canceling was not
to ensure that students would make an option.”
it back to their dorm rooms without
Meyers said they selected the new
incident.”
date because it was the next open date
“We … considered the fact that in the calendar that could accommodate
attire for Phling is not exactly weather- the event. Webb said she “wanted to
appropriate and the propensity for honor the tradition of Phling and keep
‘pre-gaming’ that has traditionally ac- it in February,” but knew February 27
companied Phling,” said Meagan Webb, would be difficult because of exams and
director of student activities.
February 13 may be too soon, as some
Ultimately,
students might
Webb and Meyers “There was some general need time to rearmade the decision
their Phling
concern from the perspec- range
after consulting
plans. The selected
with Vice Presi- tive of general student date also gave the
dent for Student safety.”
event planners
Life Laura Snoddy
enough time to
- Jonathan Meyers reorganize.
’11 and Director
of Campus Safety
There did not
Bob Hooper as well as outside contrac- seem to be much student disappointtors, specifically the people who were ment with the change, according to
providing and running the casino and Webb. “I do believe the fact that it was
those supplying the lights and sound for postponed, instead of canceled, helped
the music portion of the event. “After to keep the roar of student outrage to
three hours of phone calls to various in- a low rumble of discontent,” she said.
see Phling, page 2
dividuals, departments and companies,
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ALS Research Benefit raises $5,038

By August Steigmeyer
News Editor

Lili Martinez

The Motown Band plays at the ALS benefit concert.

By Lili Martinez
Staff Writer
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS), a debilitating nerve and muscle
disease, affects approximately one out
of every 100,000 people. If this statistic
seems insignificant, think of it this way:
two of those people are directly related
to the Kenyon community — and were
honored last week at the Village Inn
during a benefit spearheaded by one of
Kenyon’s own students on Feb. 5.
Nate Gray ’10, whose stepmother
passed away from ALS his first year of
college, had been mulling over the idea
of a fundraiser for ALS for a long time,
but after returning from Winter Break
to his last semester of college he thought
it was “finally a good time” to organize
a benefit. He originally planned to
donate any proceeds from the event
to the family of Professor of Drama
Thomas Turgeon, who currently suffers
from ALS. “I know it’s a really expensive
disease,” Gray said. “Even the computers
that you need are sometimes $20,000,
and my family was lucky enough to be

able to afford that, but I know other
people around may not be able to, so
I just wanted to donate to him.” Gray
reconsidered after speaking to Associate
Professor of Drama Andrew Reinert,
who “said the best thing to do would
be a donation in honor of Tom, and so I
was cool with that,” Gray said. “We sort
of made it a joint collaborative thing in
honor of Professor Turgeon, too, and
in memory of my stepmom.”
Perhaps the most impressive thing
about the benefit was the speed of the
planning. Mark Ellis, the news director
for the Office of Public Affairs, was
surprised but enthusiastic when Gray
“popped in” looking for help. “We just
chatted about what was going on, but
at the time, the whole [event] was still
being formed and it seemed like there
wasn’t a whole lot of time to get everything together,” said Ellis. “But he was so
enthusiastic and so committed and it’s
such a terrific cause that we were more
than happy to help.” Ellis arranged a
press release for the Kenyon Web site,
which Gray said he greatly appreciated.
“Mark did a College press release for

the event and was really enthusiastic,”
he said. “I think once you mention
Professor Turgeon’s name to people
around here, it really resonates, and
everyone has been super supportive.
I’m really grateful for their help. I’ve
just done my best to contact people and
tell my story.”
Ellis expressed his support of and
admiration for Gray’s work. “It was just
a pleasure to help him out because the
cause is so terrific. It just came together
beautifully in a rather short amount
of time so it was impressive. … It really
shows terrific student initiative, and you
just can’t beat the cause.”
Gray emphasized that he wanted
the benefit to be a truly communal
experience. “I wanted everyone in
the community to come. I wanted
an event where everyone could come
together and support a good cause.”
He planned the event in several parts:
“the earlier part [was] … more for
community members, professors and
administrators, and the later event [was]
more targeted towards students with
see ALS, page 3

Trustees Discuss Budget, Housing, Admissions at Winter Meeting in New York
By alexandra devenport
Staff Writer
At its annual winter meeting
on Feb. 4 and 5, the Kenyon College
Board of Trustees discussed a number
of issues related to the general operation of the College.
Budgetary Concerns
Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid Jennifer
Delahunty and an

outside consultant made a presentation on admissions and financial aid to
further educate the trustees about the
details of the College’s operation. This
presentation focused on the changing
demographics of Kenyon’s applicant
pool, highlighting applicants’ financial
aid needs.
The Budget Finance and Audit
Committee also met on Thursday,
Feb. 4, in order to examine the budget
approved by the administration. The
Committee approved the budget,
which contained

provisions that set tuition and fees for
the 2010-2011 academic year, adjusted
financial aid in order to accommodate
growing need and increased salary for
all employees in the current academic
year, a regular practice the Committee
did not approve last year. The Committee also allocated money toward
the North Campus housing project.
The full Board of Trustees also
authorized the project. “We were
able to show the Board that we have
the funding to thoroughly finance
the first phase of the North Campus

housing,” President S. Georgia Nugent
said. Students are expected to begin
residing in parts of the new housing
in fall 2011.
Student Body Size
At the full meeting of the Board
of Trustees, Nugent discussed the
optimum student body size. The new
housing project might increase the
number of students Kenyon is able
to admit.
Nugent appointed a small group
to examine this problem more thor-

oughly. Joe Nelson, vice president
for finance, will head this committee,
and Delahunty, Provost Nayef Samhat
and Professor of Mathematics Bradley
Hartlaub will also be on the staff.
The group will look at factors
such as housing and dining accommodations, and the study is expected to
take almost a full year to complete.
Student Housing
Nugent discussed a letter from
faculty members asking for a com-

see Trustees, page 3
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Drugs Confiscated from Dorms
Campus Safety officers confiscated small amounts of marijuana
from students in Mather and McBride
Residence Halls on Saturday, Jan. 30,
according to Director of Campus Safety
Bob Hooper. The officers first discovered the drugs in Mather Residence
Hall after a student called Campus
Safety with reports of an odor in the
hallway, Hooper said.
Campus Safety officers did not
contact the Knox County Sheriff ’s Department because they only discovered
a small quantity of drugs, according to
Hooper. “If it’s a sizeable amount, the
sheriff is involved,” he said. “If it’s a small
amount, the courts would rather have
the College handle it.”
In Feb. 2008, however, the Office of Campus Safety and the Knox
County Sheriff ’s Office agreed to
enforce section 11 of ORC 2925, a drug
law passed in 2004 (“Campus Safety
Takes a Hit,” Feb. 28, 2008). “The material is illegal for us to handle and keep …
because we are not a police department,”
Hooper said at the time. “Having [illegal materials] go [to the Sheriff ] is the

way the law reads exactly.”
This principle no longer seems
to be in place. According to Hooper,
Campus Safety has not contacted the
sheriff in any drug-related situations
yet this year because they have only
confiscated marijuana, and it has always
been in small amounts. So far this year,
the level of drug use has been about
the same as it has been in past years,
Hooper said.
When Campus Safety confiscates drugs, officers first use test kits to
verify that it is marijuana, according to
Hooper. They then keep the marijuana
in a locked area in the Campus Safety
Office, Hooper said. “Everything is
logged in and logged out, so nothing
can come up missing,” he said.
According to Hooper, Campus
Safety keeps any marijuana it confiscates
until the case is adjudicated in Student
Affairs. After cases are settled, Campus
Safety destroys the drugs by either
“throwing them in the back of a trash
truck or flushing them down the toilet,”
Hooper said.
—Marika Garland

K-Cards Now Accepted at Deli

The Gambier Deli will now accept the K-Card. Although the owners
declined to participate when the College first gave them the option, they
recently indicated that they felt it would
be beneficial to their business to accept
the K-Card, according to Chief Business
Officer Mark Kohlman.
The new manager of the Gambier
Grill has also expressed interest in allowing students to use the K-Card for
non-alcoholic purchases. “The Grill has
all the paperwork,” Kohlman said. “It is
up to them to send it in and get enrolled
in the program.”
Kohlman said the College is working to make the vending machines in
Gund Commons and eventually the
library K-Card compliant, but is having difficulty with the C-Board card-

reader system. “We cannot program
the system here so we have to go through
C-Board tech support to get the card
readers activated and programmed appropriately,” he said. “This has proven
more difficult than we had hoped.”
The Village Market, the Kenyon
Inn, the CVS in Mount Vernon, KAC
Xtraction and the Kenyon College
Bookstore currently accept the K-Card.
The program has been offered to all
Gambier merchants and a few in Mount
Vernon. “I am open to suggestions from
students for places in Mount Vernon
that students regularly frequent so
that we can offer the program to more
merchants,” Kohlman said.
No alcohol or cigarettes can be
purchased with a K-Card account.
—August Steigmeyer

Data Match Raises Charity Funds
Kenyon College Community Advisors (CA) are conducting Data Match
surveys in an effort to raise money for
their Relay for Life team. These surveys
allow participating students to answer
unusual questions and be matched with
someone who has answers similar to their
own. Unlike in previous years, when a
single survey was handed out for the entire student body, there are two separate
surveys this year: one for first years only
and one for all upperclassmen.
Khalid Eldahan ’10, a McBride
CA, is in charge of the first-year survey,
which he said is intended to stimulate
interaction among first years. The original plan was to use the survey as a way to
match first years with their classmates for
Valentine’s Day. But not enough people
participated for that to happen. Instead,
the CAs are using it to provide first years
with a list of other first years looking
for someone with whom to enter the
upcoming housing lottery. Despite low
participation, Eldahan said he thinks
of the turnout as “limited but positive”
and believes that the event will become
a “late bloomer.”
While the one-dollar fee for enter-

ing the first-year survey is spent solely on
producing the results, the upperclassmen
survey is intended to collect money to
support Relay For Life, an annual benefit
for the American Cancer Society. So far,
about 30 people have submitted their
forms. Data Match Coordinator Juney
Shober ’10 said many others have taken
forms and are planning to hand them
in soon. Last year, around 200 people
participated in the survey.
The survey is not intended to
be solely Valentine’s Day-oriented, according to Shober. “Some people have
replied with lines such as, ‘I already have
a girlfriend,’” he said. “I find this amusing
in that it implies that if they did not have
a girlfriend, they would be willing to trust
the Data Match to find them a good
healthy relationship. … It is intended
to just be a fun way to raise money and
see how you compare to other people at
answering ridiculous questions.”
Whether it will be as great a success
as last year remains to be seen, but Eldahan and Shober said that if it is a success,
they think that the Data Match Survey
will return next year.
—Cooper Abedin
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Phling: Snow Storm Creates Hazardous
Road Conditions, Dangerous Temperatures

August Steigmeyer

A snow storm prompted Phling’s postponement.

From page 1
“I was amazed to see only a handful
of all-stus about the postponement.
Of these, three were complaining that
for two more weeks the campus would
continue spelling ‘f ’ as ‘ph.’ I literally
giggled when I read those; I’m ready
to remove the P and H keys from my
keyboard.”
“I think that students understood
our predicament,” he said. “We only
received one direct reply to the e-mail
we sent out about the postponement,
so I think the overall student body
understood our decision. I’m sure this
threw off many students’ plans, and for
that I am sorry, but we are still holding
the event and hope that everyone will
come.”
In the weeks leading up to the initial Phling date, the planning committee
sent several e-mails to students asking
for volunteers and threatening to cancel
the event if they could not get enough
help. “Planning and executing Phling is

a huge undertaking, so we did encounter
some difficulties in finding as many people as we needed, but ultimately Kenyon
students came through,” Meyers said.
“What has been truly amazing is that
every group within Student Council,
from the First-Year Class Committee
to the Student Life Committee to the
Senior Class Committee, has taken on
major responsibilities in planning and
actually making Phling happen. Over
75 students will have helped organize
or execute Phling and that is a really
remarkable achievement.”
Webb said it is a common misconception that Social Board is in any
way responsible for Phling planning.
It has always been a student initiative,
“comprised of a group of individuals
who wanted to bring something different to campus.” A volunteer committee
advised by the Student Activities Office
has been in charge of Phling. “Over the
years, especially of late, this committee
shrank, leaving Phling less in the hands
of students and more in the hands of

the staff,” Webb said. “When I began
this position in August, I knew that
Phling needed attention. After getting
zero volunteers at the Activities Fair, I
knew it needed life support. I asked a lot
of questions to both students and staff,
and Student Council stepped forward.
“It has been a learning curve for
all of us. But I think the Council collectively has done a tremendous job
to save Phling it and restore it to what
it was originally intended to be – an
evening of fun for students by students,”
she said.
Student Council chose this year’s
James Bond theme after many suggestions were made and previous years’
themes were examined. A showing of
2006’s Casino Royale was intended to
accompany the event, but, due to the
new date, may not be shown. “We are
reviewing our license and determining
what options we have,” Webb said.
“We are striving to make Phling
an elegant evening to remember,” Meyers said.

Student Council

• Student Council discussed the postponement of Philander’s Phling until Saturday, Feb. 20. The
event did not occur on Saturday, Feb. 6, as planned because a level-two snow emergency kept
Maintenance and outside-contracted businesses from helping to set up for and work during the event.
In addition, there were safety concerns for students due to the below-zero temperatures. Student
Council still has all of its volunteers in place and is now in the process of preparing for the new date of
the event.
• The Housing and Dining Committee informed Student Council of changes in Peirce Hall. AVI is
spreading out the water dispensers, adding a larger variety of juices, installing new iced tea machines
and developing a new menu, which will likely include some student suggestions.
• The Student Life Committee approved Gospel Choir, PEAS (People Endorsing Agrarian
Sustainability) and Saturday Night Fellowship to be student organizations.
• The Budget and Finance Committee held a supplemental budget hearing and allocated a total of
$4,882.85 to nine student organizations. All organizations that asked for funding received at least
a portion of what they requested except for the Collegian, which was denied funding for a trip to a
journalism conference.
• Student Council discussed the possibility of putting all club sports under the jurisdiction of the
athletic department. If this change were to occur, the Budget and Finance Committee would likely
give the athletic department a lump sum to allocate to the various club sports.
• The Budget and Finance Committee approved a new member.
• At next week’s Student Council meeting, the Housing and Dining Committee will discuss themed
housing applications.
—Marika Garland
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ALS: Students Turn Out in ‘Droves’
From page 1
the Motown Band and a DJ,” he said.
With an extended happy hour from
4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and an auction
at 7:00 p.m. that included jewelry donated by President S. Georgia Nugent,
Gray hoped to reach out to the greater
community. Gray performed on tenor
saxophone at 10:00 p.m. with the
Motown Band, a student band. The
band donated their fee for the night
to the ALS foundation.
Nugent and the Office of the
President prepared a statement expressing their support for Gray’s
cause. Jesse Matz, the special assistant
to the president, said: “We were very
impressed with Nate. … Everyone at
Kenyon is eager to do anything we
can because of the way the disease
has touched us. The Office of the
President is committed to doing everything we can in the fight against
this terrible disease.”
Before the event, publicity was
provided in large part by Laule’a
Gorden-Kuehn ’10 and the Epsilon
Delta Mu sorority, who Gray put in
charge of getting the word out. “I’ve
really been happy … with the publicity,” he said. “[I’m] really surprised
and excited about what a great job the
EDM sorority is doing, and Laule’a
has done an incredible job; she’s
headed up the stuff they’ve done and
it’s been terrific. The signs on Middle
Path, the banners, all the little facts,



News
Trustees: Housing to be
Studied, Budget Approved

The Kenyon Collegian

the candy, the ribbons, they’ve just done
an incredible job.” Gray was referring to
the blue-and-white-striped ribbons that
members of EDM and Delta Kappa
Epsilon gave out at Peirce during dinner
in the nights leading up to the event in
order to raise awareness for ALS and for
the benefit. In addition to the ribbons,
publicity included all-student e-mails,
student-info messages, the Kenyon Web
site press release and Village Inn posters
and flyers with facts about ALS. Student
awareness about the event was high, as
was enthusiasm to attend, even with
the $3 cover charge. “I wasn’t sure how
the cover charge thing was going to go,”
Gorden-Kuehn said. “We’ve never done
a cover charge on campus before in the
four years I’ve been here … but it went
so well and everyone really chipped in.
I know a lot of people gave more than
the $3.”
Despite the snow, the Kenyon
community turned out in droves to
support the fight against ALS. Student
attendance at the event was impressive: it was almost impossible to move
through the throngs of people dancing
to the music of the Motown Band.
The attendance paid off. Gray
said the event raised more than $5,000,
all of which will be donated to the
ALS Association, whose mission is to
“lead the fight to cure and treat ALS
through global, cutting-edge research.”
The amount of money raised went far
beyond projected or expected totals.
“[The estimate] was $1,000 maximum

Paid Advertisement

from an event like this, and [Nate]
wanted to make more than that, so …
he went out and got $100 donations
from ten different faculty members and
members of the community which he
saw as a matching fund to the $1,000 we
were going to make at the VI, hopefully,”
Gorden-Kuehn said. “What ended up
happening is we made $5,000. … It was
just a really heartwarming experience
… and when Nate called me … I was
ecstatic because I knew [$5,000] was
so far over our original goal.”
Professor Reinert, in an e-mail
about the event, stated why so many
people were eager to help Gray out:
“Nate’s a terrific guy: he’s thoughtful,
and he’s almost frighteningly dedicated
… and Tom Turgeon is one of Kenyon’s
legendary faculty members. He worked
here through thick and through thin,
for nearly 35 years. He helped make the
Department of Drama, and the College,
what we are today.” Reinert, who works
at Crazy Cat Farm, which sells pastries
to the Village Market, has been good
friends with Turgeon for most of his
time at Kenyon. For the event, Reinert
donated baked goods from the Crazy
Cat Farm. “For the auction that was part
of the benefit, I baked a series of things
that I thought Tom would appreciate,”
he said. “The food all looked very beautiful — I wish Tom could have seen it. I
especially wish that he could have seen
how enthusiastically people bid on it. I
don’t think people really bid for my sake,
but for Tom’s.”

From page 1

prehensive study of student housing.
The trustees suggested broadening
this study to examine the availability
of housing in Gambier for faculty and
staff members.
“Kenyon has always prided itself
on being a residential college and tying
residential life to academic experience,” Nugent said. “Housing really
has a lot to do with the relationship
between students and faculty.”
Such a review will be a year-long
effort, and the trustees asked Nugent
to return with a more specific plan at
their April meeting.
Employment Openings
The Trustee Affairs Committee
met to discuss openings on the Board
— one for a parent trustee and one for
a “regular” trustee. The Committee
discussed possible candidates, and at
a meeting in April it will recommend
candidates for these positions.
A committee to appoint a new
Director of the Arts Center in the new
art history building, currently under
construction, has been assembled and
is planning to work with an outside job
search consultant.
Recruiting Students
The Board of Trustees also discussed the recruitment of potential

students, including issues such as what
admissions materials to send out and
when, admitted students’ visits to
campus and where to send admissions
officers.
Nugent noted her concern that
even though the West and Southwest
have the highest number of high
school graduates, “we haven’t traditionally been well-represented out
there, because that hasn’t been our
traditional place [where] we’ve sought
students,” she said.
This poses a problem because
high school student populations are
declining in Kenyon’s strongest areas
of recruitment — the East, the Northeast and the mid-Atlantic coast.
The Kenyon Experience
“I think there’s increasing interest
in looking at ways we can be more intentional and more specific about what
we expect a graduate to take away from
Kenyon,” Nugent said. The trustees
discussed methods for achieving this,
such as providing students with more
opportunities to learn practical skills in
a co-curricular environment.
Nugent added that the Board
is interested in establishing more
programmatic activities for Kenyon
students during the summer. “The
trustees urged us to make the most of
the campus through the whole year,”
she said.

Village Record
Feb. 2 - Feb. 9, 2010
Feb. 2, 4:21 p.m. — Wallet missing in Gambier Grill.
Feb. 2, 11:47 p.m. — Drug violation in Norton Residence Hall.
Feb. 3, 10:12 a.m. — Fire alarm at Village Inn.
Feb. 3, 1:45 p.m. — Alarm violation in Watson Residence Hall.
Feb. 5, 4:20 p.m. — Vehicle stuck on Maintenance Hill.
Feb. 6, 11:36 p.m. — Vandalism in Leonard Hall.
Feb. 6, 1:18 a.m. — Intoxication at Bexley Place Apartments.
Feb. 6, 2:29 a.m. — Intoxication at Village Inn.
Feb. 6, 8:40 a.m. — Injury in Gund Hall.
Feb. 6, 11:05 a.m. — Injury in Mather Residence Hall.
Feb. 6, 12:11 p.m. — Fire alarm in Peirce Hall.
Feb. 6, 4:27 p.m. — Injury at Brown Family Environmental Center.
Feb. 6, 5:34 p.m. — Injury in Craft Center.
Feb. 6, 6:19 p.m. — Illness in Church of the Holy Spirit.
Feb. 6, 8:47 p.m. — Fire alarm in Watson Residence Hall.
Feb. 7, 12:00 a.m. — Vandalism in Farr Hall laundry room.
Feb. 7, 1:03 a.m. — Vehicle accident at Bexley Place Apartments.
Feb. 7, 1:12 a.m. — Illness in Norton Residence Hall.
Feb. 7, 2:06 a.m. — Welfare check in Norton Residence Hall.
Feb. 7, 4:09 a.m. — Intoxication in Norton Residence Hall.
Feb. 7, 1:38 p.m. — Injury in Gund Commons.
Feb. 7, 7:09 p.m. — Illness at Village Market.
Feb. 8, 11:11 p.m. — Illness in Hanna Hall.
Feb. 9, 1:31 a.m. — Noise complaint in Old Kenyon.
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From Pupil to Professor: Timothy Shutt
Thursday, February 11, 2010

“never someone who played the
field” and felt he had to be “seriously committed” to the girl he was
A boisterous, fun-loving teach- seeing. “I did not like to see guys
er inside the classroom, Professor scoring on girls. I thought that
of Humanities Timothy Shutt is was gross and immoral,”
approachable and attentive outside Shutt said.
of the classroom as well. Given his
Shutt started at Yale
youthful persona as a professor, it is in 1968 and graduated
not difficult to imagine the type of in 1972. The tumu lt
college student he may have been: and shifting paradigms
well-liked, probably somewhat of a of these years certainly
partier, always up for a good time. played into his experiAside from all this he had to have ence. “More than anybeen a stellar student — he went to thing ,” Shutt said, “I
Yale University. He was originally wanted to gain enlightendeciding between Kenyon and Yale ment and virtue, wanted
(one of his grandfathers attended to discover myself, figure
Kenyon, the
it out.” He
other Yale). At S h u t t wa s “ n e v - spent time
the time, Kenmeditating
yon was still an er someone who a n d p r a yall-male institu- played the field” ing . Ulti tion, and given
mately, he
his e ducation and felt he had to discovered
at a boys’ pre- be “seriously com- that studyparatory school
ing other
— and the fact mitted” to the girl r e l i g i o n s
that he’d had he was seeing.
help e d
“may b e f o ur
him to undates in h ig h
derstand
school” — Professor Shutt felt it Christianit y, his own
was time for something different. faith. Like many college students
His decision ultimately came down seeking to find themselves (or just
to the comparative freedom of a seeking some fun), Shutt occaco-ed campus.
sionally experimented with drugs.
Despite the lack of a female Drugs, especially LSD (“a big deal
presence in high school, Shutt at the time,” according to Shutt)
did not set out to “score.” He was were a huge presence on college
By alexandra zott
Staff Writer

1991

campuses everywhere, and Yale was
no exception. “However,” Shutt
added, “by the standards of the
time I did not do many drugs.”
His we ekends were of ten

almost all the distinct cliques on than in high school or graduate
campus — Jews, WASPs, Greeks, school,” he said. Shutt proved an
athletes, actors. A swimmer on the exceptional student in English,
college team himself, he, smiling, however, and concentrated his
admitted that athletes were also attentions on this subject with ex“un-cool.”
traordinary success. In most other
But Shutt did not en- subjects he simply read what he
tirely buy into the “peace wanted to read, whether or not it
and love” counter-cul- pertained to the assignments. Wellture themes
liked in the Engof the ag e. During his first year lish and athletic
Indeed, his of college, Shutt acted departments, he
involvement
said he was “just
i n a c t i v i - in two plays while
another numties outside retaining a spot on ber” in his other
academics
classes.
c o u l d n o t the highly competitive
While colh a v e l e f t Yale swim team.
lege was a time
much time
of personal
for extended herbal or growth for him, Shutt conceded
chemical highs. During that his years at Yale were not
his first year of college, among the best of his life. Unhappy
Shutt acted in two plays romances and family difficulties
while retaining a spot on made the period a hard one. If he
the highly competitive had to do it over, Yale would not
Yale swim team. The re- be his ultimate decision, he said;
lationship he developed present-day Kenyon would have
with his coach proved a beat Yale. But Kenyon was a difnurturing one and Shutt ferent place then, and even that
noted that he “had better experience might not have been
things to say about Yale’s ideal. If there was one thing he
COURTESY OF TIMOTHY SHUTT
athletic department” than was certain about throughout colmusically charged, listening to its academic departments.
lege, it was his plan to ultimately
friends’ bands perform and playing
He was undoubtedly interest- become a professor. About Yale’s
guitar himself. He said he was not ed in learning, but did not “submit influence on his current career
involved in Greek life (which, at himself to the program” at Yale, he said: “I teach the way I wish
the height of hippie-dom, was very where professors seemed distant to I’d been taught, not the way I was
“un-cool”) and did not fit into one their students. He skipped classes taught. I value — and try — not
specific group, having friends in and was “less focused in college to be boring.”

1992

1994
Sledding on Saturday: Students Embrace the Snowstorm
2

1
4

3
1. Ty Multhaup ’12; photo by Paul Reed; 2. Photo by Aaron Zaremsky; 3. Anuj Ezekiel ’12; photo by Paul Reed; 4. Photo by Aaron Zaremsky.
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Dave Matthews-lovin’ girl seeking literate boy. I understand that doesn’t really set any kind of bar at Kenyon, so if
you could be a witty, intelligent man who could make me laugh harder than A Very Potter Musical does, then you’re a
good egg. I want to meet a boy who would enjoy eating homemade mac n’ cheese and sweet potato pie with me. But,
I am aware that’s kind of an unattainable fantasy here in Gambier, so I could settle for wasting immeasurable time in
MiddleGround while eating cookies and drinking our favorite hot drinks. Please be the Mr. Darcy to my Elizabeth
Bennett, but with more cuddling and less scowling.

Women, my name is Luke Skywalker. You may have seen me in those movies
they based off my life. Don’t be fooled, I am taller and handsomer and smarter and
richer than the way I was portrayed. It is true that my love interest ended up being my
sister though, so I’ve been alone for a long time. I’ll let you play with my light saber
(no innuendo intended unless you want it to be). I’ll take you to Endor for dinner
– they kind of owe me one.

Girl seeking boy. If you could be a reliable texter who doesn’t mack on biddies in front of me, then
you’re probably a good candidate. I’m a Little Spoon looking for a good Big Spoon. We could make
smoothies and listen to Animal Collective while we drink them. I want to meet a nice boy who could
make me laugh until my headband falls out. You won’t even have to ask twice, you could have my heart
or we could share it like the last slice.

A senior male interested in
an independent girl who knows to
ask for a shoulder when needed.
She doesn’t feign poetry or art but
throws herself into it. Knowing
how to swing dance is a plus but
not a requirement, yet I expect
enthusiasm. She is excited about
life but doesn’t dwell upon the
past or the future too much. Love
in the Time of Cholera is among
her favorite books. Above all, an
earnest girl who understands the
importance of relationships and
is not weighed down by the heaviness of life. Our time is short, but
not without possibilities.
(412-952-5077)

Hello, I’m the guy who used to be
on “24” and now does those AllState
ads. Do you ever wonder what would
happen if you went out to see a movie
with me? I’d make hilarious and witty
comments throughout, but we’d leave
the theater and you’d wonder, can I trust
him? Of course you can, I am rated as
the most reliable date in the country.
Then you’ll wonder, is he going to just
leave me just when I need him the most?
Not me — I’ll invite you over for the
night. Every time.
I’m a pokemon master!
SGM looking for Love...
Hulk have needs! Hulk have
feelings! Hulk sometimes get lonely
while watching other students
play! Hulk wonder if love exist or
if love just a delusion! Hulk driven
to embrace and share joy of life!
Hulk desire woman for company
and late-night market runs! Hulk
want friend to share lunch at Peirce!
Hulk know love there and Hulk not
puppet of DNA, driven to replicate
under the guise of ‘love’… P.S. Hulk

Students

Ska-loving girl seeking Muppet-enthusiast boy. I don’t care if you have freakish
eating habits, as long as you are cool with my own. My ideal boy would be adventurous
and like a good challenge — mostly because I’m kind of like a pineapple: I’m seemingly
pokey and acidic but so completely delicious and totally worth the initial effort. We
could jam on my acoustic guitar, play Donkey Kong, watch What About Bob or run
to the BFEC and pioneer through all the clear patches of new white Gambier snow.
I’m looking for my awkward, perfect love — perhaps you are it, especially if you have a
healthy appreciation for bears.
Lead singer of a rock band looking for love. Can’t explain all the feelings
that you’re making me feel. My heart’s in overdrive and you’re behind the
steering wheel. Touching you, touching meeeeee. Touching you, god you’re
touching meeeeee. I believe in a thing called love — just listen to the rhythm
of my heart. There’s a chance we could make it now. We’ll be rocking ’til the
sun goes down. I believe in a thing called love! Oooooh!
My name is Ms. Frizzle. I teach
children who can only learn by extraordinary measures. I like Scientific
American, Thai food, and I once bit
my own hand to make sure I wasn’t a
dog. I’m being so forthright because
I need you to trust me. Do you trust
me enough now? Okay, I’m just going to tell you, but please don’t stop
reading. I have this magic school
bus and I take my students on it to
go places like inside the human body
or outer space. Still reading? Let’s
get dinner.

Hannah Jones ’10 and
Brandon Bollinger ’11

Girl seeking boy who has vampire tendencies. JUST KIDDING.
But seriously. I’m looking for someone who possibly has interests in
sharks, books, evolution or the
show “LOST.” I want a boy who is
a kid at heart and can appreciate my
own childish tendencies also. For a
first date we could go roller skating
(I’m obsessed!) and then order lots
of really good food while watching
a scary movie. Most importantly, I
want someone who is really, really,
really, really nice, not mean.

Saul Nathan-Kazis ’11

Bus y g irl lo oking for the
scheduling conflict known as love.
Adventurous eaters are the ideal
— I’m a big fan of soul food, but
mostly I just want to be able to
get some eats with someone who
isn’t picky and bland. We could be
that couple that loves each other
ALMOST as much as we each love
our families — I’d love a boy who
loves his mom and puts family
first. You don’t have to be a musician, but I want you to support
my dream of becoming one. Let’s
be cute and laugh uncontrollably
to Tyler Perry movies together.
(908-361-7014)

Chai milkshake-enthusiast
seeking first-rate cuddle partner.
Douchebags with little respect for
others’ emotions need not apply.
My soulmate will wait out the
omelette line in Peirce with me,
just so we can enjoy a romantic,
sun-soaked breakfast in Upper
Dempsey together. The ideal candidate should have a healthy respect
for Miley Cyrus and T-Swizzle and
appreciate the intricacies of “The
OC” and “Curb Your Enthusiasm.”
I just want a cute boy to play in
the snow with me and drink hot
chocolate afterwards — I’ll bring
the marshmallows. Please be the
Corey to my Topanga!
James Franco — See name.
Tostitos + a Hint of Lime:
Girl seeking boy who
likes haikus, Denzel, spooning,
moms, Beatles and me.
Hey, my name is Jack. You
might remember me from the whole
beanstalk thing I did when I was
younger — I know, pretty baller. I
beat the giant. Everyone knows I
beat the giant. Seriously though, I
thought being a hero would get me
mad girls, but instead I just hang out
with the fam. Fee-fi-fo-fum! Let’s
makeout. Am I right?

Victoria Malawey

Michelle Arck

Assistant Professor of Music

AVI Worker

Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 8.5
Faculty: 6

Gambier
Grillin’

Vs

What is the only animal other
than humans that is known to
contract leprosy?

Horses

Pigs

Gorillas

What is the most commonly
chosen Internet password?

Password

12345

Date of birth

I don’t know.

123456

Shrek 2

Shrek 2

WALL-E

Shrek

Shrek 2

The Pyramids

The Pyramids

The Pyramids in Egypt

The Pyramid

The Great Pyramid of
Giza

Stanley

Zap something.

I don’t know.

I don’t know.

Spaceman Spiff

Two

Two and a half

One

One

What is the highest-grossing
animated movie of all time?
What is the only one of the Seven
Wonders of the World that still
exists substantially intact?
In “Calvin and Hobbes,” what
is the name of Calvin’s spacetravelling alter-ego?

Total Correct

Dogs

Armadillo

By phoebe hillemann
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by Dan Streicher
Guest Columnist
The spring semester is always
a sentimental one for the senior
cla ss . R eturn ing from winter
break, it’s practically impossible
not to think about the fact that
this is our last semester at Kenyon College. Ultimately, these
thoughts will be put to paper in
the form of sentimental Collegian
opinions pieces. I’d like to suggest
to the class of 2010 that this year,
we do things a little differently.
Collegian farewell op-eds follow a very simple formula. They
open with an expression of the
idea that springtime can be bittersweet for seniors. Next comes
an account of the fundamental
change in the cultural fabric of
Kenyon College that has occurred
over the preceding four years.
Finally, the writer reveals his or
her unique angle, which can
invariab ly b e
summarized either as “change
i s g o o d ,”
“change is bad”
or “chang e is
both good and
bad.” The remainder of the piece
is devoted to dispensing advice
to underclassmen and to the administration of the College. This
describes about a dozen op-eds
written over the last three years.
The truth is that these articles
don’t do much for anyone except
the individuals writing them. I’m

not saying that it isn’t important
for students at Kenyon to spend
time thinking about issues affecting the future of the College, nor
do I think there is a better place
to start a campus-wide conversation about those issues than the
Opinions section of the Collegian.
Farewell editorials, however, are
fundamentally
flawed as catalysts
for change.
First, farewell articles don’t
do good ideas justice. If the advice
you’re giving is worth including in
a Collegian article, it is worth far
more than one sentence of many
in a laundry list of suggestions for
Kenyon’s future.
Second, there is no worse
time to start a conversation on
campus than rig ht before the
student body heads home for the
summer — and you head into the
“real world” for good. No one
is going to remember what you
wrote when students return in
the fall. Finally, if you truly want
to effect change at Kenyon, you
need to have a hand in making it
happen, which means that you’re
going to need to
stick around for
more than a week
or two after your
a r ti c l e i s p u b lished. As great
as your ideas may
be, you don’t run
the College. You
can’t just write a memo and expect
future g enerations of Kenyon
students and administrators to do
your bidding.
Every class at Kenyon has taken an oath to “strive by all proper
means to promote Kenyon’s welfare.” That oath, as I wrote in an
opinion piece two years ago, is a

Farewell editorials
are fundamentally
flawed as catalysts for
change.

call to action. It is not a call to
complain about things and then
leave town. So, while you’re still
here, take the time to reflect on
what it is at Kenyon that is most
important to you, and then take
the time to act on your beliefs. You
can start with an allstu, or with an
article in this
ne wspap er,
but if you are
sincere you’ll
need to go further than that.
Ta lk to your
friends, to
your student
leaders and to faculty and staff
about your ideas. Start a student
organization. Make a plan and
execute it.
Last year, I was proud to have
a hand in a Collegian staff editorial
arguing that Middle Path should
be paved. I was excited to see that
the idea caught on. Students sent
out allstus in support of the article
and someone created a Facebook
g roup in supp or t of bricking
Middle Path. Unfortunately, that
staff editorial happened to be the
last of the year. Summer came
and went, and no one talks about
paving Middle Path anymore. I
take some of the responsibility for
that, and all of the responsibility
for not taking further action after
the editorial was published. That
is not a mistake I intend to make
again.
Whether you’re a senior graduating in three months or a first
year graduating in three years, this
place belongs to you as much now
as it ever will. Take responsibility
for it now; don’t leave your vision
in the hands of people who may
or may not read your farewell
editorial in the Collegian. If you
spend your time here well, you
shouldn’t need to write one in the
first place.

If you truly want to effect change at Kenyon,
you need to have a hand
in making it happen.

Tickle Me Jell-o by Bob Dorff

Office: Room 314 Peirce Tower
Mailing address: The Kenyon Collegian,
Student Activities Center, Gambier, OH 43022.
Business address: P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH,
43022.
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The opinions page is a space for
members of the community to discuss
issues relevant to the campus and the
world at large. The opinions expressed
on this page belong only to the writer.
Columns and letters to the editors do not
reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff.
All members of the commuity are welcome
to express opinions through a letter to the
editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the
right to edit all letters submitted for length
and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or psendonymous letters.
Letters must be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be 200 words or
less. Letters must also be received no later
than the Tuesday prior to publication. The
Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters
as possible each week subject to space,
interest and appropriateness. Members of
the editorial board reserve the right to reject
any submission. The views expressed in
the paper do not necesassarily reflect the
views of Kenyon College.

Fandango Mad Libs (Play along at home underclassmen!)

Keep Morgan
Apartments
Connected
Though the snow still falls and
students are only beginning to be entrenched in loads of schoolwork, the
time has come to start thinking about
housing for next year. Even though
the official 2010-2011 Housing Lottery will not take place until April 17,
applications for themed housing and
the Morgan Apartments were due
yesterday, Feb. 10.
The applications for the Morgan
Apartments, now extensive and carefully analyzed in a separate
process prior to the April
lottery, emphasized the new,
specific qualifications that are
required of students wishing
to live in the Morgans, apparently to reduce suspicions
of favoritism. Along with
the requirements that they
be seniors with good judicial
standing with the College and
have a minimum cumulative
GPA above 3.0, the applic a n t s also had to complete a series of
questions that focused on conceptions
of the Morgan Apartments, among
other issues.
We at the Collegian believe that
the conception of Morgan Apartments shouldn’t be the polar opposite
of what the “Milk Cartons” were in
the past. We do believe that Morgan
residents should be significantly more
cognizant of the non-College-affiliated
Gambier community — less loud and
messy — than Milks residents generally were, but they should represent
the spectrum of Kenyon people, albeit
only those who are still clean-slated by
senior year.
Kenyon College and the community of Gambier overlap significantly, but it’s important to realize
that although students seem to be the
life of the Village (and in many ways
they are — Gambier’s not the most
happening place on the planet), they
aren’t the whole of the Village. The fact
of the matter is that there are citizens of
Gambier who aren’t affiliated with the
College in any way and who lived here
many years before we came and will
remain here years after we leave. These
are the people that need to be respected
not only by everyone, but especially by
Morgan Apartments residents, given
their proximity to Gambier residents,
the history of Milks and just the plain
fact that people, no matter who they
are, deserve respect.
We feel that the Office of Residential Life has appropriately set up
its application process to reflect these
stipulations, the emphasis on respect
for surrounding community paired
with maintained campus and community involvement despite the somewhat
isolating location. We hope that ResLife
follows through with these supposed
goals — that favoritism toward strictly
scholarly types doesn’t occur, that it
strives to grant this option of some of
the best housing on campus to more
well-rounded students — to keep Morgan Apartments connected to campus
on more than just the academic level.

staff editorial
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Division: Fair, Inclusive, Essential

BY ALICE STEVENS &
CHELSEA FARCO
Guest Columnists
Extensive articles, meetings, proposals and discussions have debated
the issue of sorority division housing
recently, but there are still myriad misconceptions that must be discussed.
Although the debate is stained with
gender inequality, conflicts extend far
beyond the realm of sexism.
One of the main arguments
against division is that it furthers the
development of glorified cliques, socially isolating organizations that create rifts in the student body and crush
the extracurricular hopes and dreams
of the independent population. Independents, however, comprise a substantial portion of the attendance at
most (if not all) Greek-hosted events,
evidence that division promotes
further interaction and subsequent
unification of the student body.
Let’s take a moment to think
about this so-called injustice of division housing. Picture it: you wake
up in the Old Kenyon “bullseye,”
10:00 a.m. Thursday morning, just
in time for class. Your room has only
been quiet for seven hours, and you
sacrificed $20.00 the night before
so that your fellow classmates (sans
regard for Greek affiliation) could
enjoy their Wednesday night. You
immediately stub your toe on a heap
of empty Keystone cans, and step in
a mysteriously moist mass of Godknows-what on your way to brush
your teeth.
Jealous? Division housing in
no way comprises the “prime” housing locations on campus. Consider
Hillel, Crozier, Snowden and Unity
House, which are not only omitted
from the housing lottery, but are
occupied by sophomores and upperclassmen alike and are among the
most prized residential locations on
campus. Permanent independent
housing such as these are completely
overlooked in this conversation, some
may argue, because of the support
that they provide the Kenyon community. Even so, while our supports
differ in nature, Greeks are no less
essential to campus life. The purpose
of the system isn’t to steal the best
rooms; it’s to create a space in which
we can ground our history and host
functions that better the campus for
all, both in terms of social activities
and community involvement.
Much of the heated debate surrounding division housing is based
on the lack of a coherent definition of
division, which is currently allotted
solely to Greeks purely by precedent.
The Senate and the administration
are working to eliminate ambiguity
by forming a clear definition.

FACE OFF

by ALEX KAPLAN
Guest Columnist

by Prof. sarah Murnen
Guest Columnist

On the few occasions I ’ve
had the chance to describe my
fraternity experience to people
unfamiliar with Kenyon’s Greek
system, they usually have a hard
time understanding what division
housing is. In the few instances
they have understood, I have been
met with a repressed grin is as they
ask exactly how large it is or how
often we have kegs there. Kenyon
has a unique Greek system and
division housing is what makes
that possible.
Kenyon’s Gre ek system is
unique in part because division
housing does not afford Greeks the
freedoms a fraternity house does.
Community Advisors make rounds
to enforce quiet hours and Campus
Safety is often close behind. We
live in College-owned buildings
and must behave accordingly. Furthermore, division is restricted to
South Quad, which provides Safety
a contained space in which to watch
over the fraternities. Without division housing , fraternities would
likely move off-campus to locations
outside of Campus Safety’s jurisdiction, where policies regarding
alcohol and pledging could not be
easily enforced. Division housing
consolidates Greek activity, which
makes it easier to monitor and
keeps Greeks on an even judicial
keel with the rest of campus.
One of the primar y objectives of a Greek organization is to
build lasting relationships among
its members; communal living is
essential to accomplishing this
goal. Division is where we share
food and banter late at night,
where we wake one another in the
morning and where we look after
one another’s well-being. These
types of interactions necessarily
create bonds stronger than those
forged at a weekly meeting or over
an occasional lunch. At Kenyon,
division is where individual Greeks
truly become family.
Let me be clear, friends join
fraternities together or because of
one another, but people who have
lived together for extended periods
of time have a stronger bond. My
father, who is in touch with about
four people from his life before his
lawyer days, still speaks to his college roommate regularly. They were
not in a fraternity, but they lived
together for three years in college;
as a direct result, they are brothers.
That is what these organizations
are striving for — to create lifelong
bonds — and living together is an
integral piece of that process.

As a psychology and women’s studies
professor who studies gender issues, I am
willing to stand up as an individual to say
that I do not support institutionalized
gender segregation in housing because I
don’t believe it promotes gender equality.
(In fact, research suggests that gender-segregated groups often promote attitudes
and behaviors that polarize women and
men.) There is a danger, however, that
you will marginalize my individual view as
somehow “deviant.” It has been my experience that when I have spoken up and/or
supported students who have spoken up
about issues that threaten the “status quo”
at Kenyon, our positions have either been
ignored or attacked in venues that don’t
allow for open, reasoned debate. I have seen
that students who have “spoken out” have
even been subjected to public attacks on
their character, and threats to their personal
safety, by other students on campus.
Thus, I want to make it clear that
my position is not deviant. It represents
the views of others on campus. For example, when the issue of sorority housing
was first brought up in April 2009, the
Women’s Faculty and Administrative
Caucus (WFAC) met with some of the
women bringing forward the proposal to
explain why we did not support it. This
was the statement WFAC presented at
that meeting:
“Kenyon, as a small residential co-ed
college, should seek every opportunity
to create equality for its male and female
students in the academic, athletic and social
environments. The College should always
preserve the right of students to assemble
in affinity groups, the College should
not extend its imprimatur to groups with
exclusive (or discriminatory) membership,
since we are a campus that embraces the
concept of equal opportunity. Fraternities
(and sororities) are groups with exclusive
membership and therefore it is especially
crucial that the College not extend special
privileges to them (e.g. special group hous-

Opinions

Division Fosters Inequality

ing — in choice campus real estate — unavailable to non-affiliated students). To
extend such special privileges is implicitly
to condone — and even foster — exclusion. Equality is not furthered by an equity
move to grant sororities divisional housing
for the reason that fraternities have the
tradition of division housing at Kenyon.
Therefore, WFAC supports no division
housing.”
When the issue of sorority divisional
housing was formally brought to Senate
last fall a small group of faculty — women
and men — met to discuss our concerns.
We drafted a letter and found more than
20 faculty to sign it in the half day we solicited signatures from people we know. (If
we had needed to gather more signatures
we certainly could have done that.) We
presented a statement at the faculty meeting in December 2009. First, we reminded
faculty of the mission of the College, and
then we said:
“A system of housing distribution
that extends privileged residential control
to members of one exclusive group, over
the claims of those students who do not (or
cannot) belong to that group, would seem
incongruent both with the desire to foster
community and with the obligation to
equal opportunity that must accompany
any true commitment to diversity. To extend special collegiate privileges to groups
with exclusive membership is implicitly to
condone — and even foster — inequality.
At this important juncture, in the face of
reaccreditation and of the fact that twenty
years have passed since the last wide-scale
effort to evaluate housing and student life
at Kenyon, we are calling upon the College
to consider whether the current system of
‘division’ housing is, indeed, unfair—not
simply to sorority women, but to every
woman on campus and to every man who
has not been tapped to join a fraternity. A
thorough review of residential life would
not only address this question, it would
include an evaluation of the current and
planned housing stock and its relative
desirability, an examination of the rules
by which housing privileges are distributed, and a clarification of which campus
authority/ies have the power to define
the rules of housing distribution and the
responsibility to monitor the system to
ensure its fairness. It would also include a
systematic effort at evaluating how a variety
of living arrangements might best foster
the mission of the College and whether
and how the housing system might be

Letter to the Editor: Division Divides

Dear Editors: The opening line of
the recent article on the proposed sorority
division puts the question in an interesting way (“Sorority Housing Debated,”
Feb. 4): “Which is more unfair: exclusive
housing that favors men, or housing that
treats men and women equally — but
is still exclusive?” But are these the only
alternatives? Making the division system
less sexist is an understandable goal but it
doesn’t address the larger issues: how can
housing be made more fair for everyone,
even those men and women who choose
not to join a Greek organization? For
that matter, why should the only types of
organizations that can avoid the housing
lottery and be guaranteed sophomore
housing be Greek organizations? Has the



time come to really begin to think outside
of the box? Why should we be locked into
a dichotomous 19th-century model of
housing that sees everything divided into
Greek and independent? In the 21st century, how might students decide to form
living groups in ways that facilitate and
support the mission of the College? How
might the College support those living
groups? I, for one, do not claim to know
the precise answers to those questions. But
they strike me as much more interesting
than the same tired debate that reaffirms
a simplistic “division” of the college into
Greek and independent.
Sincerely,
Vernon James Schubel
Professor of Religious Studies

redesigned to support those arrangements.
As faculty members, we embrace the claim
in the College’s mission statement that
‘[t]o be a residential college ... argues a relationship between students and professors
that goes beyond the classroom.’ It is in this
spirit that we urge the Executive Committee of the Faculty to pursue a systematic
and thorough internal and external review
of student housing and residential life.”
I join with the many other faculty, staff and students who have concerns
about the way housing is distributed on
campus, and I would like to see the issue
studied. Although I recognize that the
women who brought forth the proposal
for sorority division housing are seeking
equity with fraternity men who already
have this privilege, raising the issue has
reminded many of us that we think the
current system is unfair and should not be
replicated. I hope that this specific proposal
will be tabled until a housing study takes
place. In the February 2010 faculty meeting, President Nugent indicated that she
is in favor of a thorough review of housing
and she recently brought this issue before
the trustees. I look forward to such a study
which might help us learn about innovative ways that housing could be used to
strengthen the mission of the College.

Art by Brigitte Kemp
Story by Nina Castelli
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NASA’s New Direction in Space

2011 Budget Proposal Promises a New Era of Human Exploration

by AUGUST STEIGMEYER
News Editor
With last week’s release of President Obama’s budget proposal for
NASA, the agency has moved in an
entirely new direction to develop faster
and more efficient spacecraft to carry
humans to the moon, Mars and beyond.
The proposal has created much controversy mainly because it cancels the
Constellation Program, which was designed to put humans back on the lunar
surface by 2020. Constellation, which
had its origins in the George W. Bush
administration following the loss of the
space shuttle Columbia and its sevenmember crew in 2003, was created as
a way to retire the shuttle program and
move humans out of low-earth orbit
for the first time in nearly half a century.
After the break-up of Columbia during
re-entry, President Bush decided that
the shuttles, after nearly 30 years of
service, had aged beyond a safe limit
and should be phased out following the
completion of the International Space
Station (ISS) in 2010. Using updated
Apollo-era technology, NASA would
then send astronauts on long-duration
lunar missions and begin establishing a
permanent base on the moon.
The Augustine Commission has
been evaluating President Bush’s spaceflight goals since June of 2009 and
recently released its report, “Seeking a
Human Spaceflight Program Worthy
of a Great Nation,” to NASA and
to President Obama. The findings
concluded that the concept of returning to the moon by updating proven
technology from the 1969-1972 landings was not only unfeasible within
the timeframe and budget given to
NASA, but also the wrong direction
for the agency. To the dismay of many,
it seemed as if American spaceflight was
ending not more than three months
after the successful launch of the Ares
1-X test rocket, which was intended
to be the next generation space vehicle.
Has Obama’s campaign promise of
supporting manned space exploration
become the classic broken promise of
the politician?
“Humanity is not forever
chained to this planet, and our visions
go rather further than that, and our
opportunities are unlimited.” – Neil
Armstrong
Senator Richard Shelby is calling
Obama’s plan the “death march for U.S.
human spaceflight,” saying that the cancellation of the Constellation Program
will put us behind the Russians, Indians
and Chinese. But was Constellation
really going to put us ahead of them?
Constellation was designed to jumpstart a space program that has seen
lackluster support and funding since the

Nixon administration. People lost interest in space travel after we went to the
moon, and spending 30 years orbiting
the earth did not help excite the public
with the promise of a universal dream
of exploration, a dream that seemed to
be falling fast. Presidents since Bush 41
have challenged NASA to find a path to
Mars, but are never willing to put up the
necessary funding. This is where Bush’s
plan had its significant weakness. The
goal was, undoubtedly, to reinvigorate
interest in spaceflight by reviving the
glory days of the Apollo program, only
using a fraction of its original budget.
The idea of humans again walking on the
moon by the end of the decade certainly
began to generate some excitement,
which made Obama’s announcement
all the more devastating to program
supporters. To make the seeming insult
even worse, the announcement of the
moon program cancellation came on
the seven-year anniversary, to the day, of
the Columbia tragedy, making it appear
as if the crew’s deaths were in vain and
Americans, and perhaps all of humanity,
would never again explore space.
To put this in historical context,
we can look to Jan.
27, 1967, when astronauts Gus Grissom,
Ed White and Roger
Chaffee were killed
in a fire during a test
in the Apollo I capsule, an early version of
the craft which would
take men to the moon
three years later. In
the moments leading
up to the fire, communication between
the capsule sitting on
the launch pad and
mission control, only
a few hundred feet
away, was so poor that conversation
was nearly impossible. Grissom, one
of the original seven astronauts and
the first astronaut to be asked to fly in
all three original programs, remarked,
“How are we supposed to get to the
moon if we can’t talk between three
buildings?” Fellow astronauts have
reported that Grissom was displeased
with the design of the Apollo capsule
and frequently complained to engineers
at North American Aviation Company.
His complaints went unheard. A spark
from frayed wiring leapt onto the Velcro inside the capsule, which, in a pure
oxygen environment, instantly burst into
flames. The accident not only pointed
out flaws in the spacecraft design but
increased awareness for safety and a reevaluation of program procedures. It is
very possible that, if not for the Apollo I
fire, the technical faults of the command
module may have kept us from President
Kennedy’s goal of landing a man on
the moon before 1970. Grissom, in an
almost prophetic statement, said: “If we
die, we want people to accept it. We’re
in a risky business, and we hope that if
anything happens to us it will not delay
the program. The conquest of space is
worth the risk of life.”
“Given ships or sails adapted to
the breezes of heaven, there will be

those who will not shrink from even
that vast expanse.” - Johannes Kepler

It took the disintegration of a
space shuttle and the loss of seven astronauts to convince lawmakers to allow
NASA to again get back onto the right
path, to move away from old technology and advance exploration. What the
Augustine Commission’s report and
President Obama and NASA Administrator Charles Bolden’s plans seem to
be doing is putting NASA back on the
proper course by predicting the failure
of the Constellation Program before
time, money and lives are lost. Unless
Congress provided more money for the
program, we would not have reached the
moon until after 2020, if at all. Obama’s
budget, therefore, had two options: increase funding for Constellation or scrap
the program. The latter decision did not
come from spite or from a “why waste
money sending humans into space” attitude. It came from a genuine concern
for the approach. Bolden and Obama
agreed that using Apollo technology
would get us back to the moon, but
would be a step backwards, essentially

an encore presentation of old missions.
What America needs to continue to
be the leader in space exploration is innovation. Obama’s budget proposal will
hopefully allow NASA to take only one
brief step back before leaping forward.
Adding propellers to a biplane wouldn’t
help us break the sound barrier, and
adding fancy new computers to an old
spaceship isn’t going to get us out into the
solar system on a sure footing.
In a press conference on Feb. 1,
Bolden said that he and the President
agree that “as NASA moves forward
into this still-young century, we need
a renewed commitment to invention
and development, to the creative and
entrepreneurial spirit that is at the core
of our country’s character.” Bolden,
despite some bitter claims, is not a tool
of the administration nor an ignorant
bureaucrat. He is a former Navy test pilot
and a veteran astronaut of four shuttle
missions. I am confident that his decisions were made in the best interest of
the agency and the astronauts.
Over the next five years, over $7.8
billion will be devoted to developing
“critical and transformative technologies,” according to Bolden, who said
these will enable our path beyond lowearth orbit to be done with reduced cost
and greater efficiency. “Imagine trips to
Mars that take weeks instead of nearly

a year,” he said. “People fanning out
across the inner solar system, exploring
the moon, asteroids and Mars nearly
simultaneously in a steady stream of
firsts, and imagine all of this being done
collaboratively with nations all around
the world.”
“The crossing of space ... may do
much to turn men’s minds outwards
and away from their present tribal
squabbles.” – Arthur C. Clarke

NASA officials declared at the
press conference that when we go back to
the moon, it will be done with an international team. Under Constellation, the
ISS was scheduled to de-orbit by 2015,
after only five fully operational years.
Now, under the new budget, it will continue to be a global laboratory through
2020, where all nations and institutions
have an opportunity to experiment in
zero gravity and work together to test
new spacecraft propulsion systems. The
ISS is a collaborative project between 16
nations to better understand our world
and the universe. Bolden said “we can’t
underestimate the rich promise of space
exploration to
draw nations
together” and I
believe the ISS is,
if nothing else, a
way to encourage
nations to unite
under a common
goal of scientific
research, exploration and the
human pursuit
of knowledge.
De-orbiting the
station too early
would destroy
the foundation
Madeline Gobbo we have set for
an unprecedented showing of international cooperation. The Space Treaty
was signed by 125 nations in 1966. It
declares “the exploration and use of outer
space shall be carried out for the benefit
and in the interests of all countries and
shall be the province of all mankind”
and that “astronauts shall be regarded as
the envoys of mankind.” Humanity will
inevitably move into space and it is important that we set the example now.
“If our long-term survival is at
stake, we have a basic responsibility to
our species to venture to other worlds.”
– Carl Sagan
NASA has proven itself to be a
model for the values of space exploration,
and it needs to maintain its status as the
leader in this field. The problem with
Obama’s proposed plan is that NASA
will, somewhat, drop out of sight for at
least five years. After the launch of STS130 on Feb. 8, there will be only four
shuttle launches remaining before it is
retired in the fall. Aside from occasional
satellite launches, the Kennedy Space
Center will be relatively quiet while the
next generation of spacecraft sit on the
drawing board. Moving immediately
back into a moon program would have
cemented NASA’s leadership in space,
but only if it were successful. This new

change is less exciting in the short run,
but may allow NASA to leap back
onto the scene with systems far more
advanced than what we’ve seen in the
past.
Obama’s plan puts billions of dollars into American aerospace companies
and encouraging them to develop a
commercial spaceflight industry that will
carry astronauts and private citizens into
low-earth orbit. $4.9 billion has been set
aside for prizes and competitions to encourage American companies to design
new space systems. So, while the new
budget will eliminate many jobs, it will
inevitably create thousands more and
put taxpayer money into the public. This
will spur American innovation and allow
NASA to focus on the horizons beyond
earth orbit. The danger here is: do we
have the technology to drastically replace old methods? There were 24 years
between the Wright Brothers’ flight at
Kitty Hawk and Charles Lindberg’s
non-stop Atlantic flight in 1927. Twenty
years later, in 1947, Chuck Yeager broke
the sound barrier in the X-1. Just ten
years later, in 1957, the Russians reached
space with Sputnik. After that, it was
only 12 years before humans landed in
the moon’s Sea of Tranquility.
“I’m an optimist. We will reach
out to the stars.” – Stephen Hawking
Advancement and innovation are
in our nature and can happen as fast as
we are willing. The space shuttle was
designed in the 1970s and it is a credit
to NASA’s diligence and craftsmanship
that it is still flying today. Essentially, we
haven’t updated our spacecraft in the
last 30 years, so, with the right guidance, humanity can see a revolution in
spaceflight technology in the coming
decade. Buzz Aldrin, who made the first
moon landing with Neil Armstrong in
1969, has released a statement thoroughly supporting this new approach.
“We will need to support many types
of game-changing technologies NASA
and its partners will be developing,”
he said. “Mars is the next frontier for
humankind, and NASA will be leading
the way there if we aggressively support
the President’s plans.”
In 1783, Ben Franklin was watching a hot-air balloon ascend into the sky
and a Frenchman asked him, “what good
is it?” Mr. Franklin replied, “what good
is a newborn baby?” This plan is by no
means an abandonment of human exploration; it is a full endorsement. $18.8 billion has been assigned to programs that
will plan human exploration including
new spacecraft, new flight procedures
and robotic precursor missions to find
landing sites and resources on the moon
and Mars. NASA’s budget over the next
five years will top $100 billion. There are
some risky aspects to this new plan but,
as with any NASA mission, the benefits
far outweigh the risks. We needed to
move forward eventually, and this seems
like we are getting off to a good start. The
advantages of this proposal will only be
fully known in hindsight but the benefits
of space flight, though still in its infancy,
are already undeniable. We are standing
at the edge of humanity’s future and the
frontier spirit is still alive.
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Three Sisters Brings Energy Asobi Seksu Rocks the
and Excitement to Chekhov Horn Acoustic-Style

Allie Wigley

Eliza Logan ’11, Maria Krovatin ’10 and Rachel Sachnoff ’12 in Three Sisters.

by Bob Dorff
Arts & Entertainment Editor
This weekend the Bolton
Theater will host the Departm ent o f Da n c e a n d Dr a ma’s
production of Anton Chekov’s
Three Sisters translated by Paul
Schmidt. The play is being dire c te d by V i s i ting A ss i stant
Professor of Drama Robin Gordon, who said she is very excited
to stage this production of her
“favorite play.”
Three Sisters is a play that
deals with the concept of time
and the way in which time can
affect both interpersonal relationships and p ersona l lives.
Unsurprisingly, the story centers
around three Russian sisters. “We

see people in a family,” Gordon
explains, “and they have dreams,
and we wonder if they are go ing to get [those dreams].” The
sisters, Olga, the eldest, Masha,
the middle child, and Irena, the
youngest, begin the play at different stages of life’s journey. The
audience then follows the girls as
they age and deal with the changing social situation facing the
Russian aristocracy.
The play’s theme of change
due to the passage of time is particularly meaningful for some of
the actors. “A central theme of the
play is holding out hope for the
future while living in an uncertain
present,” said Maria Krovatin ’10,
who plays Masha, “and I think
that idea resonates with all col-

lege students, particularly those
about to graduate.” For the actresses playing the sisters the play
represented a challenge. “None
of the three of us have biological
sisters,” Krovatin said, “so it’s a
new experience for us.”
The cast and crew has been
working on the production since
mid-October of last year, and the
time they have spent together has
yielded something that they hope
will defy traditional expectations
about production’s of Chekov’s
work . “I ’ve heard ‘depressing ’
and ‘boring’ used many times to
describe Chekhov, and our production is anything but,” Krovatin
said. “I hope the audience enters
the Bolton with an unbia se d
opinion.”

KFS Preview
VALENTINE’S DAY WEEK
Friday, Feb. 12 — Once
What better way to approach Valentine’s Day than with one of the best date movies in recent years? An independent film from Ireland featuring a cast of unknowns, this film became a box office sensation due to overwhelmingly
positive word of mouth. It tells the story of two musicians known only as the Man and the Woman (Glen Hansard
and Marketa Irglova), who form a friendship through the power of song. It is no surprise that the film’s signature song
“Falling Slowly” won the Oscar for Best Song in 2006, given that the film features the best soundtrack of any film since
Moulin Rouge. It is a truly delightful film — but don’t just take our word for it: Steven Spielberg himself was quoted
as saying “a little movie called Once gave me enough inspiration to last the rest of the year.” Steven Spielberg, people.
Steven. Spielberg.
Saturday, Feb. 13 — Casablanca
Perhaps the most classic love story ever filmed, the story of Ilsa and Rick has cemented Casablanca’s reputation as
one of the best films ever made. The film has certainly received enough accolades to claim this title. It won the Academy
Award for Best Film back in 1943 (the last year there were ten nominees for Best Picture — instead of five — until
this year). Furthermore, many of the film’s lines have become the most popular film quotes to date, including “Here’s
looking at you, kid,” “I think this is the beginning of a beautiful friendship” and, of course, “Play it again, Sam,” perhaps
the most famous movie quote that was never actually said (the line is just “Play it, Sam”). Starring the incomparable
Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, Paul Henreid and Claude Rains, and featuring a small but standout performance
by the creepy Peter Lorre as the petty criminal Ugarte, this is a film that everyone should see at least once.
—Miles Purinton

Yuki Chikudate and James Hanna of Asobi Seksu.

by James Dennin
Staff Writer
There is something almost
childlike about Asobi Seksu, the
wonderful quartet that played
at the Horn Gallery last Friday
night.
At th i s p a r ti c u l a r s h ow,
part of this came from the rapport they established with their
au d i en c e . L e a d s ing er Yu ki
Ch ikudate wa s ca sua l in her
demeanor, often commenting
on the concert-goers who took
breaks from the music to join the
massive snowball fight occurring
out-doors, and quick to offer
anecdotes about the origins of
the band’s songs.
The band a lso employs a
simple quality with regard to
their song writing . The songs
they played on Friday, beautifully
arranged for their all-acoustic set,
readily employed xylophones,
shakers and delicate melodies
— without an amplifier or synthesizer in sight.
The band did take an unusually long time to set up — a
e l em ent o f th e p er f o rma n c e
which, while annoying at first,
was immediately justified by the
perfection of the sound mixing.
Even the drums, which often
overpower the sounds of other
instruments in acoustic sets, were
expertly interwoven with the music. The guitarists, Billy Pavone
and James Hanna, collaborate

Tove Pousette

perfectly — alternating between
ambient chords, jazzy plucked
rhythms and an almost sitar-like
style of soloing , which added
another measure of diversity to
the sound.
All together, the music is
decidedly different from a lot of
the other music we associate with
shoegaze, the genre with which
the band identifies themselves,
which spawned bands like R.E.M.
and My Bloody Valentine. Taken
as a whole, it’s a much more mellifluous sound, drawing less on
sampling than their predecessors,
and more on traditional forms of
songwriting.
The opener, “ Walk on the
Moon,” was an acoustic version
of the song from an earlier album.
Though arranged for live performance, the song employed a Bryan
Wilson style of intro and outros
meticulously building to chaos,
without straying too far from the
melody.
What is perhaps most refreshing about this band is their sense
of humor. Chikudate, who often
sings in Japanese, noted that the
title of one of her songs translated
roughly to “Shut Up, Little Bird.”
Though there was never anything
more than a brief anecdote and
a quick adjustment of the lights
separating songs, their casual tone
made them all the more identifiable. The music too, was consistently tuneful, witty and always a
little unexpected.

10

Arts

The Kenyon Collegian

Thursday, February 11, 2010

Guest Lecturer Blends Traditional Art with Modern Science
by Noah Heinrich
Staff Writer
Ori g a m i ha s e x i ste d a s a
traditional form of Japanese art
for at least 330 years. Through
a series of folds, anybody can
transform a simple piece of paper into an elegant piece of art.
Not just anybody, however, can
d o w hat Dr. R o b er t L a ng o f
Alamo, Cali., does. Lang is both
a world-renowned origami artist
whose pieces have been exhib ited at the Museum of Modern
Art and a highly accomplished
mathematical engineer with over
50 patents to his name. Many
people may consider this to be
an odd combination of vocations,
but as Lang explained during his
lecture at Kenyon on Monday,
Feb. 8, mathematics and origami
are intrinsically linked.
In his lecture, “From Flap ping Birds to Space Telescopes:
the Modern Science of Origami,”
Lang explained the history of origami from the 17th century to the
present day. “Modern origami,” he
said, “is more life-like and realistic” than anything made before
the 20th century because “both
artists and mathematicians began
applying mathematical principles
to origami.” Lang presented the
audience with several of these
principles and then showed the results in his incredibly life-like creations, along with those of some

of his colleagues. These pieces
included insects of ever-increasing
complexity, deer, human figures,
turtles and snakes with hundreds
of individually folded scales. Each
piece was folded by hand from
a single sheet of paper. Lang explained the process by which he
planned these creations by hand
or through an origami computer
program of his own design, which
produces a crease pattern from
which he could begin folding .
These crease patterns “have their
own beauty,” he said. This modern
process of origami has created
what Dr. Lang jokingly called “the
era of intelligent design.”
This first part of the lecture
was entertaining and aesthetically
pleasing , but the second part
was far more educational. Lang
not only showed how science is
applied to origami, but also how
origami is intrinsically connected
to science. Space exploration in
particular has benefitted from
applied origami, specifically in its
ability to make large, flat objects
much smaller. By using a series of
folds, Lang demonstrated how a
100-meter-wide space telescope
l ens wa s c o l lap s e d to a m ere
three meters, and how a Japanese
expedition deployed the world’s
first solar sail through origami
folding. He also explained how
origami is used in the design of
car airbags and laser optics. Particularly fascinating was the ori-

gami heart stent that
could be unfolded
once inside the body
to keep heart valves
open and clear. Lang
also explained how
microbiologists have
been using origami
theory to understand
the thermodynamics
of cell membranes.
Lang spoke with
an easy, unaffected
manner that made
him fun to listen to,
and the lecture itself
was fascinating. Not
many p e op l e have
the patience or dexterity necessar y to
make structures as
complex as he does,
but his lecture made
the eleg ance of a
simple paper crane
that much more
impressive. After
hearing Lang speak,
one can never look
at a single sheet of
paper the same way
again.
Lang’s artwork
can be viewed at his
Web site, www.langorigami.com, and his
origami computer
program, TreeMaker,
can be downloaded
there as well.
Robert Lang delivers his lecture on the science behind origami.

ATHENE COOK

Olin Gallery Show Highlights the Influence of Women Artists
by Peter Dumbadze
Staff Writer

Karen Snouffer’s piece “L.A.-Knox: Shooters-Hooters” on display as part of Spreading the Influence.

ALLIE WIGLEY

Needless to say, there is an ever-continuing dialogue in the art world. A work of
art cannot be created without some regard
to what has come before it. The current
show at the Olin Gallery, Spreading the
Influence, a collaborative project between
the Girls’ Club of Fort Lauderdale and
Kenyon College, looks at how women
artists over the past four decades have come
to influence one another. How this influence transpires is not clearly defined in the
show’s literature or curating, so the viewer
has to take on an active role and create his
or her own narrative for the show. The
viewers’ own understanding of feminist
art production guides them through the
collection of artworks.
With 32 artists on display, there
is a lot happening in the show. A good
number of these works are well thought
out, but a couple do stand out from the
rest. In particular, Julie Mehretu’s “Rogue
Ascension” demonstrates why she is one
of the most celebrated young contemporary artists right now. Mehretu engages
some of the major issues that are being
discussed in the current epoch of artistic
production, such as globalization and
the dissemination and consumption of
data and information. Through copious
amounts of research on such issues, she
collates various architectural schematics
of airports, monuments, stadiums and city
plans (just to name a few), which she then
reproduces through painting. As a result
of her layering, she creates a composite

narrative that takes otherwise disparate
ideas and objects and places them into
new relationships with one another. In
regards to the show’s context, we could
possibly understand Mehretu’s narrative in
the framework of global feminism. When
viewing the works in this collection, it
is important to remember that gender
struggle has as great an influence on art
as class struggle does.
The other artist who grabbed my
attention was the Swiss-born Pipilotti
Rist. Her video work “(Entlastungen)
Pipilottis Fehler” (which translates to
‘Easing of Burden’), posits the idea that
the individual, specifically a woman,
can overcome the hardships of modern
reality. Responding to the physical (most
often masculine) body/performance
art of the 1960s and 1970s, where the
performers were often subjected to grueling and debasing actions that result in
the performer’s “defeat,” Rist provides an
alternate ending where the performer (in
this case herself ) comes out as the victor.
The video, exemplary of the state-of-theart technologies of 1980s Swiss television,
is composed of a multitude of strong,
solid colors, all of which are backed up by
Rist’s band, Les Reines Prochaines, which
features a smattering of interesting lyrics
delivered in the Swiss-German dialect.
What we can take away from the artists in Spreading the Influence, specifically
Mehretu and Rist, is that their works are
part of a larger dialogue that includes the
artist’s process or the philosophical considerations, such as the femenist movement,
that go into the production of a work.
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Craig Wocl, Heavy Hitter
for offensive production on the
shoulders of Wocl. In addition to
being named to the first team allCraig Wocl ’11, Kenyon base- conference in the NCAC, Wocl
ball’s power-hitting centerfielder, led the team with 43 runs batted
was recently named one of the top in and 30 base-on balls, playing in
30 Division III baseball players in all 45 games for the Lords. He also
the state of Ohio. This is one of batted .388 in 2009 and crushed
the many accolades received by five home runs, including three in
Wocl; his athletic achievements the postseason.
have exceeded the expectations
After a rough season as a first
coach had for
y e a r in w h i c h
him three years
Wo cl on ly h it
ago. With over
.198 with t wo
20 Division III
home runs and
baseball pro 19 runs batgrams in the
ted in, he came
state, including
into his own in
t h r e e r a n ke d
year two. Wocl
within the top
a t tr i b u t e s h i s
1 5 nati ona l l y
improvement
by d3baseball.
to “knowing
com, Ohio
what was comsmall-colleg e
ing at the plate.
baseball has beThere were no
come increassurprises [as a
ingly competisophomore]; I
tive and Wocl Courtesy of Kenyon Athletics was more comhas displayed excellence against fortable.” His success, he said,
the tough competition.
“comes from working hard and
“I’m honored by the compli- keeping a positive attitude.”
ment and I’ll continue to work
After it lost six players to
hard and prove I’m one of the top graduation a year ago, including
30 [Division III baseball play- four starters, the team still has
ers in Ohio]. … I want to be the “a lot of veteran presence with a
best possible I can and I hope we good mix of young guys that can
can get back to the North Coast contribute,” according to Wocl.
Athletic Conference Champion- A very tough schedule awaits the
ships and hopefully take down Lords right out of the gate, as
[defending conference champion, they will square off against three
The College of ] Wooster,” said top-ten ranked teams during the
Wocl.
spring trip to Florida, including
Last season this centerfielder a four-game series against conwas part of a deadly trio at the top ference foe College of Wooster.
of the Lords line-up; however, los- Wocl is poised to help prove that
ing shortstop Jake Calcei ’09 and Kenyon baseball is becoming one
first-baseman Will Smith ’09 has of the better baseball programs in
placed more of the responsibility the state of Ohio.
By james asimes
Sports Columnist
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Ladies Basketball Nets Fourth
NCAC Victory in Five Games

Ladies. Althought the game was with,” she said. “I feel like I have
won through a collective effort, seen improvement from many
thre e standout p erformanc es individuals on the team. People
The Ladies basketball team contributed to this team victory. are continuing to put in the time
entered its Feb. 5 match-up at Morgan Korinek ’12 finished with and work hard to improve. When
Oberlin College with wins in four 15 points, 14 rebounds and three many individuals do that, it comes
of its past five games. On paper, steals, while teammate Kayla Ernst together in practice and the team
the game looked to be a meeting ’13 finished with a team high of improves as well.”
between David and Goliath, with 17 points. Rounding out the LaThe Ladies will be teste d
Kenyon beginning the day hold- dies who scored
by the NCAC’s
ing a record of 13-7 and 6-4 in in the double- “We have to make sure to f i n e s t t h i s
the North Coast Athletic Con- digits was Katie
week as they
ference (NCAC) and Oberlin Adlam ’13, who not let up on them either, face conference
holding a 4-16 record and 3-9 in finished with 12
Witteneven if we get a big lead, leader
the NCAC. Meetings between points.
berg University
conference rivals are never as
“ O v e r a l l , because they can come on on Wednesday,
simple as they might appear. It I think we had
Feb. 10, at 6:00
was apparent that both teams had good moments strong.”
p.m. at home.
come to play, keen on matching a n d b a d m o then suit
- Kayla Ernst They
each other shot for shot. At the m e n t s ,” E r n s t
up against Earlend of the first half, the game said. “We really
ham College
looked to be another chapter in picked it up in the second half this Saturday, Feb. 13, at 2:00
the contentious rivalry between when we needed to and everyone p.m. at home.
these two teams. Kenyon clung to gave more energ y, which made a
Though these should be two
a one-point lead, 29-28.
huge difference.”
difficult match-ups, Ernst is cauEmerging from the locker
With only four g ames re- tiously optimistic. “I expect Witroom, it seemed
maining in the tenberg to be a very tough game,”
as though the
Ladies’ sched- she said. “ We lost in overtime
Yeowomen had With only four games ule before the to them last time, but they are
t h e d r i v e t o remaining in the La- N C A C t o u r - definitely a team we can beat. If
upset the La nament, there we want to win, we are not going
dies, ta king a dies’ schedule before the i s n o r o o m to be able to let up defensively or
six-point lead
for error, but offensively the entire game or they
just one minute NCAC tournament, there Ernst said she will take advantage of it. Earlham
and 20 seconds is no room for error.
i s c o n f i d e n t posed a challenge for us last time
into the second
that the team as well. We were up by a lot in the
half. Following
can continue its second half and they almost came
a time-out, the Ladies returned to winning ways, citing the team’s back to beat us. We have to make
the court with a 26-6 run during tireless work ethic and ability to sure to not let up on them either,
the next 11 minutes of play and stay focused. “I know that we are even if we get a big lead, because
took the fight out of the Yeo - definitely capable of continuing they can come on strong.” In the
women, coasting to their seventh the winning streak if we continue next couple of games, the Ladies
NCAC victory and 14th overall. to play great team defense and hope to pave the way toward their
As the final buzzer sounded, the execute on-offense against the second NCAC championship in
score read 73-53 in favor of the zones that teams keep playing us three years.
By nate oldach
Sports Editor

A Basketball Fan’s Guide to Updating the NBA All-Star Game
Four steps that will rejuvenate the ailing All-Star Weekend and rekindle interest in the event

By James Asimes
Sports Columnist
David Stern is clearly the most
involved commissioner of the major sports in the United States.
Whether that is a compliment
or an insult is for another time,
but Stern consistently works
t o r e f i n e th e
product that
is the National
Basketball Association. The
NBA All-Star
Weekend, airing on TNT
this Sunday, Feb. 14, will not
disappoint, especially considering it will be held in the mecca of
sin, Las Vegas, Nev. There is clear
room for improvement, however.
Four major events of NBA
All-Star Weekend stand out: the
Rookie-Sophomore Challenge,
the three-Point Shootout, the
Dunk Contest and, finally, the
All-Star Game itself. While the
All-Star Game has devolved into

a joke of a scrimmage with five
bull-fighters on defense, it is still
salvageable. To reinvent NBA AllStar Weekend, David Stern should
look to his beleaguered counterpart, National Hockey Leag ue
Commissioner Gary Bettman.
The explosion in the popularity of the
NHL’s Winter
Classic was the
tipp ing p o int
in the oncoming onslaug ht
of indoor sports
turning to the
outdoors to
“go back to the
roots of the game.” This is in no
way a criticism of the Winter
Cla ssic , a s it ha s b e come the
second-best sporting event to
traditionally watch each New
Year ’s Day ; howe ver, outdoor
professional basketball has been
attempted and rejected in the
past, both professionally and on
the collegiate level.
So here are the basic ways to
improve the NBA All-Star Week-

Why does the NBA
interrupt the season
for what has become
a joke of a scrimmage?

end : schedule it for the fourth
of July weekend, place incentives
on winning, televise the celebrity
game during the daytime and host
every event outdoors.
1. Move the All-Star Weekend to
the weekend of July fourth.
The sporting events that take
place each summer begin and end
with Major League Baseball, with
a sprinkling of horse racing, tennis
and golf in between. Why should
the All-Star Game always come on
the coattails of the Super Bowl and
why does the NBA interrupt the
season for what has become a joke
of a scrimmage? The athletes chosen to participate in the All-Star
Weekend, especially the veterans,
often don’t want to give up a string
of days off to play in a meaningless scrimmage mid-season. Moving the All-Star Weekend to the
summer, in the off-season, gives a
reunion-style feel to the weekend,
and makes it the premier sporting
event of July fourth weekend.
2. Place incentives on winning.

Want more of a reason for
veterans to play in the All-Star
Game? Want players to play hard
all 48 minutes? Want someone to
play defense in the game ? Put
incentives on winning. Give the
members of the winning team half
of a million dollars for winning.
This doesn’t have to stop at the
All-Star Game itself. Throw in
some sort of prize for the winners
of the Rookie-Sophomore Challenge. Include the Dunk Contest,
Three-Point Shootout and Skills
Competition, too. Ever ybody
wins, especially the winners.
3. Televise the celebrity charity
game during the day.
Everyone loves watching celebrities interact in different
environments — otherwise VH1
would be out of programming.
While Justin Timberla ke and
Terrell Owens playing basketball
may not be must-see television,
it still should be played up more
by whoever televises the game.
Even though it is for charity, the
celebrity game needs to be more

competitive. No more including
celebrities trying to promote their
new movies who have never played
basketball and could not tell you
the difference between Kobe Bryant and kobe beef.
4. Host the event outdoors.
Even though the NBA tried
this experiment in 2008 with the
“NBA Takes Game Outdoors”. It
was considered a failure by most
standards, partly because it was
played in October, not the beginning of July. The NBA could further call out professional baseball
and call the All-Star Game the
official Mid-Summer Classic. It
would transform into an event
that is many times bigger than
the spectacle that is the current
All-Star Weekend. Bring back
retired superstars to recount their
formative years playing street ball
or shooting hoops in the driveway,
interview current players fawning
on how much fun it is to be playing outside, and bump up the cost
for networks to televise this new
and improved game.

Collegian Weekend Sports Picks

Cloudy
24° / 8°

Weekend Weather

Partly Cloudy
25° / 10°

Sunday

Sports

Saturday

Ladies Basketball
Saturday, Feb. 13 at 2:00 p.m.
Kenyon Athletic Center
Ladies host Earlham College

Illustrations by Ellie Jabbour

Friday

Lords and Ladies Indoor Track
Friday, Feb. 12 at 5:00 p.m.
Kenyon Athletic Center
Kenyon hosts Kenyon Invitational
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Women in Sports Day a Success Lords Tennis Aces
Weekend Matches

match, which was no match for
the Lords, as Kenyon, even with
a thinned lineup, failed to drop
Last Saturday, Feb. 6, the a set.
Lords tennis team, ranked sixth
Next, the Lords will travel
nationally, turned in its most to Gustavus Adolphus College in
dominant performances of the St. Peter, Minn., to participate in
season against the 23rd-ranked the Division III Intercollegiate
Kalamazoo College Hornets and Tennis Association Indoor Chamthe Albion College Britons. Al- pionships from Friday, Feb. 19, to
though Head Coach Scott Thielke Sunday, Feb. 21. The eight teams
claimed that the Hornets posed a in the field are among the best in
threat, Kenyon handled them with the country, and six of the eight
relative ease in a 6-3 victory. The are ranked in the top ten.
Lords topped off their day in a
Thielke took the time to anaperfect way, winning 9-0 against lyze Kenyon’s draw. “We play GusAlbion.
tavus Adolphus in the first round
A g a i n s t K a l a m a z o o , t h e of Indoor Nationals,” Thielke said.
Lords fought through tight dou- “They will be at least as strong as
bles matches to secure an early Kalamazoo and will be playing at
lead. Although the Lords’ top home where they have won several
doubles team of Mike Greenberg indoor national titles. We have
’10 and Will VandenBerg ’10 fell the defending national champions,
4-8, Tomas Piskacek ’10 and Jer- University of California Santa
emy Polster ’11 posted a 8-6 win Cruz, in our half of the draw. So
at second doubles, and Charlie I wouldn’t say we are favored to
Brody ’10 and Kevin Ye ’13 won make the finals. Last year we beat
the third doubles also by a score them in the first round of indoor
of 8-6.
nationals and it was the best win
The Hornets competed well in the program’s history. I believe
in singles, but their efforts were ul- we have a great chance to make
timately fruitless. Greenberg, Pis- the finals and I believe we can
kacek, Polster
win the title if
and Paul Bur- “We have some players we are all playgin ’13 all won
ing well on the
their matches playing quite well right final day. This
in straight sets,
is a
now and a few players tournament
c ons o l i dating
three-day toura v i c t o r y i n who are still not playing nament of the
the process. To
top teams in the
K a l a m a z o o ’s their best.”
country, so wincredit, though,
three tough
-Scott Thielke ning
the Hornets
matches in three
competed well,
days takes solid
winning the other two matches play and great fitness.”
to make the final score 6-3. While
The road to the finals will be
Kenyon won in a convincing fash- tough for Kenyon, but Thielke
ion, Thielke said he believes there said he believes that his team’s
is much room for improvement. “I draw is relatively good. “I like our
thought that we played a little flat draw much better than last year’s
against K-zoo,” Thielke said. “We draw,” he said. “The other half of
have some players playing quite the draw is much stronger, in my
well right now and a few players opinion. Again remember that
who are still not playing their best. UC Santa Cruz has won more
One of our strengths is that we national titles than any other Divihave great depth.”
sion III team in history. They are
After defeating Kalamazoo, also ranked first in the pre-season
the L ords travele d to nearby rankings. So we have our work cut
Albion College for their second out for us.”
By Mark Motheral
Staff Writer

Mary Myers ’12 prepares to toss the ball to an eager participant.

By nate oldach
Sports Editor
For the majority of the year, fans and
athletes see sports as a struggle for dominance. At Kenyon, we as a community
wait impatiently for confrontations with
our North Coast Athletic Conference
rivals and experience both the highs and
the lows of each season. The problem is
that many times we forget that sports are
about more than proclaiming superiority; they are an enjoyable pastime we all
participate in as children. When we reach
high school and the collegiate level, we
tend to forget this positive message that
we once held in highest regard. This past
Sunday, Feb. 7, members of the eight
varsity Ladies sports teams renewed the
true meaning of sports with their involvement in Kenyon’s fifth-annual Women in
Sports Day.
What began in 1987 as an act of
Congress to honor the achievements of
female athletes and encourage future generations to participate in sports has now
become a campus tradition. According
to event organizer and Head Women’s
Soccer Coach Kelly Bryan, the event
at Kenyon started five years ago, when
a number of schools decided that they
would host clinics to help sharpen the
skills of girls ranging in age from kindergarten to eighth grade. “When we started
this five years ago, we only had about 25
girls participating in the event, but it just
keeps on growing every year,” Bryan said.
“This year was a success as we had our
greatest turnout yet, with about 135 girls
participating in the day. I couldn’t have
done it without the help of each of the
teams involved.”

The day began with representatives
from the Ladies basketball, field hockey,
lacrosse, soccer, softball, swimming, track
and field and volleyball teams splitting
into groups and taking a number of the
young girls with them to teach the finer
points of their respective sports. These
individual clinics lasted for two hours
and culminated with a pizza party, giving
the student athletes a chance to bond
with the girls in a relaxed setting. “It
was a great idea, a really fun event,” said
Ladies swimmer and student volunteer
Tina Ertel ’10. “Just to see them come to
see us and learn from us made the event
totally worth it.”
While this is an event for the younger girls, it does serve other purposes.
“This event is not just great for the girls;
it affects the athletes as well,” Bryan said.
“This event gives perspective to everyone
involved. It’s a good step back, making everyone realize that the point of sports is to
have fun, stay active and enjoy. It teaches
[the student athletes] about leadership as
they teach others the sport they play. Not
only does it make them better leaders, but
it also makes them realize that they are role
models to young girls.”
“I’m trying to be [a role model],”
Ertel said, responding to Bryan’s charge.
“I know I got them interested in our sport,
as the girls were really curious and eager to
learn more.”
While sports seem to be, at least
at the higher levels, mostly focused on
winning and losing, Head Men’s Baseball
Coach and father of three young girls Matt
Burdette said he believes that it should not
be the sole priority: “If you believe sports
is simply about winning and losing, you’re
missing the boat. It’s about a lot more. I

Nate Oldach

know in my life, sports have helped me,
and I think that the real purpose should
be to build leadership and teamwork skills
while getting kids more active.”
As for what individuals feel this will
do for overall interest in sports among the
younger generations, Bryan is optimistic
that events like this will help to increase
overall involvement. “I think it gave the
girls the opportunity to see more than the
typical sports of soccer and basketball that
everyone see[s] when they are a child,” she
said. “Sports that are not as conventional,
like field hockey or lacrosse, are overlooked and just giving the girls exposure
to the vast opportunities will help in the
end.” That remains to be seen, but one
thing is for sure: the event was a success
overall, not only for the participants, but
for the parents as well.
“The event was outstanding, just
like it has been in the past,” Burdette said.
“It’s really enjoyable to see them out there
having fun and interacting with people
who could be their future friends and
teammates.”
Whiether or not the next Jenny
Finch, Nastia Lukin or Kerri Walsh is
among this group does not matter. All of
the young girls were having fun and eager
to learn. “At the end of the day, I heard one
of the girls say to her parents, ‘This is the
best day ever,’” Bryan said. “Just to have
that reaction and to see the smiles on their
faces makes the event so rewarding. If
there is any way that we can help these girls
further their lives, then it is all worth it.” In
the end, this is what sports are supposed
to be about, not trophies or endorsements
or accolades. Sports are about fun and
friendship and, most of all, they are a way
to grow as an individual.

Lords Basketball Continues Late-Season Slump with Loss to Allegheny College
By nate oldach
Sports Editor
Feb. 6 found the Lords basketball
team back on the court, visiting North
Coast Athletic Conference foe Allegheny College following the Lords’
disappointing loss to Oberlin College.
Unfortunately, the Lords began the game
as cold as the weather outside, connecting
on just 21.7 percent of shots taken during
the first half. Due to their lack of offensive
firepower, the Lords found themselves

with a lot of work to do, going into halftime with a 30-15 deficit that they could
not overcome.
Coming out after halftime, the
Lords seemed rejuvenated and began
to chip away at the deficit. As the clock
hit the 3:30 mark, the Lords had cut the
lead down to a minimal 55-49 deficit. It
seemed as though the Lords had a chance
to pull off an impressive comeback. But
alas, it was not to be, as the Gators’ defense
improved and the heroic comeback fell
short. As the final buzzer sounded, the

score read 68-53.
“I thought we played a good second
half,” Anthony Chun ’12 said. “We picked
up our defense and started to break their
pressure on the offensive end. That led to
a lot of easy buckets. We just dug ourselves
into a hole the first half and ended up
down 15 by halftime.”
Though the Lords did fall to the
Gators, they turned in two individual
standout performances. Dave Knapke
’10 led the team with 19 points and 11
rebounds, followed by Marcus Healey ’13,

who added 16 points of his own.
The Lords have just four games
remaining in the season, but, according to
Chun, that is all the team needs in order to
start a roll before the NCAC tournament.
“I think we are all committed and focused
to finishing this season strong and sending
our seniors off on a high note,” Chun said.
“We have four very winnable games left
in the regular season. This season we’ve
proven that we’re capable of playing head
to head with every team in the league.
We’ve lost a lot of close games to some re-

ally good teams. I think most of the other
teams will underestimate us because of our
record. I think we will turn a lot of heads
this postseason and have a good run in the
conference tournament.”
The Lords next suit up this Saturday,
Feb. 13, at 3:00 p.m. against the Hiram
College team they narrowly lost to earlier
this season. “I think right now the most
important thing for us is putting it all
together and playing solid on both ends of
the floor for all 40 minutes of the game,”
Chun said.

